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THe season
OF GIVING

The Howick Optimist Club has recently
donated $2,000 to Howick Central Public
School. The cheque was presented by
Optimist Club President Ben Blackmore
to support an update to the school’s
non-fiction library collection. The funds
will help the school refresh and expand
its selection of educational resources for
students across all grades.

The Optimist Club continues its
mission of encouraging and improving
opportunities for young people in
Howick, and this contribution is part
of their commitment to strengthening
local education.

The Club also acknowledges the
generosity of several local funeral
homes, which collected community
donations and chose to direct those
funds to the Howick Optimists. The
Club gratefully accepts this support
and ensures it is put to meaningful use,
including contributions to programs
such as the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library, which provides free books to
young children in the community.

NEW, 49-SPACE LICENCED
CHILDCARE FACILITY PROPOSED

FOR HOWICK TOWNSHIP

November 25, 2025 - The Township of
Howick is pleased to announce its intention
to build a child care facility to bring 49

licenced childcare spaces to Howick
Township by the end of 2026.
Howick Township has applied to the

County of Huron for $2 million dollars of
infrastructure  funding under the 2022-
2026 Canada-Wide Early Learning and
Child Care (CWELCC) system, which is a
federal-provincial agreement between the
Government of Canada and the Province of
Ontario to make licenced child care more
affordable and accessible.

The application proposes the construction
of a licenced child care facility to be located
adjacent to the Howick Community Centre.
Staff are planning for an opening operating
capacity of 10 infant spaces, 15 toddler
spaces and 24 preschool spaces, with the
ability to expand the centre in the future
based on community need. A dedicated
Before and After School roomiis also included
in the proposed plans to accommodate the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

"COME SEW WITH US" is sewing at the
Howick Community Centre from 10am- 3pm
on Mondays Dec. 1 & 15. $5. Darlene 519-
335-3755.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA, Dec.
6 from 9-11:30am at Howick Community
Centre. By donation. See page 9.

WROXETER HALL ANNUAL BOARD
MEETING, Tues. Dec. 8 at 7pm at the hall.

PUB NIGHT BINGO at the Wroxeter Hall,
Dec. 11. Doors open at 5pm, games begin
at 6:30pm.

WROXETER APPRECIATION DINNER, Fri.
Dec. 19 at 6pm. See page 6.

CHRISTMAS CAROL NIGHT on Sun, Dec.
21 at 6:30pm at Gorrie Bible Fellowship.

YOUNG JEWELS - The third Saturday of
every month at Gorrie Bible Fellowship from
9:30-11:30 for girls ages 8-13.

BEADS & BUBBLY BASH, Dec. 31 at the
Howick Community Centre. See page 8 for
ticket info.

BELMORE COMMUNITY WORSHIP
SERVICE AND BRUNCH A New Year's
Worship Service and Brunch at the Belmore
Community Centre. Jan. 4. 10:30am. Brunch
will follow. Brunch Prices: $15/Adult, $5/
Child (6-11), Children 5 and under eat free.
To purchase/reserve your brunch tickets,
contact Laurie/Alan Willits 519-335-6422 or
Abe/Debbie Versteeg 519-327-8578 or at
the Workshop in Wingham 519-357-4503.

PUBLIC SKATING at the Howick Arena every
Sunday from 9-10am. $5/person. (Except
Dec. 14). See page 5 for sponsored dates.
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P.O. Box 205 advisor@cherylmann.ca
Gorrie, ON, NOG 1XO www.cherylmann.ca 4
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We repair and service
all makes and models

of compact tractors, ?"

snowblowers, mowers 7
and other attachments.” "

Specializing in Steiner
service, repairs & parts. L

5808 HWY 9, HARRISTON
519.338.3946
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Sand & Gravel Ltd.

L FORDWICH ¢ 519.335.3949
*f* : ROAD GRAVEL * DRAINAGE STONE
E{“' SANDFILL * VARIOUS TYPES OF SCREENED SAND

 —c PITRUN ¢ CUSTOM TRUCKING

HAULING & EXCAVATING

Laverne Brubacher
919-292-0078
45961 5alem Rd. Clifford
laverne@huronexcavating.ca

CUSTOM BUILT
WOOD FURNITURE
RETAIL &
WHOLESALE

| S—

VALLEY VIEW .
FoLaFtrdl TLIFZE - Bedroom Suites

- Dining Tables

. Cedar Adirondack

- Custom Made

Alvin S. Martin
44216 Glenannon Rd.
Clifford, NOGIMO

STEPHEN WOOD
45158 Perth 178, Gorrie
hvpowerline@gmail.com

HV POWER

> Primary/Secondary Service
o Utility Contracting

o Tree Trimming

o Streetlighting
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SHIFTING MOODS

The days get darker, the nights
longer, the temperature cooler.
Mud is everywhere, it's hard
to keep on top of cleaning,
and everyone is starting to get
@2 | squirrelly from being inside more.
ﬁ(*;a — ’ It's a perfect storm for a moody
N r | mom. It doesn't help that I'm an
~ introvert who appreciates a bit
of space and some quiet on a
regular basis. So when the kids
are within close proximity in an
enclosed space for long periods
of time, it can rapidly drain my
energy.

Stringing up the Christmas lights
in November can help combat
the darkness, but without snow
the kids aren't keen to play outside quite yet. Sometimes
they're willing to go play in the barn - jumping in the
straw, helping push up feed with their little shovels,
or simply riding their bikes down the feed alleys. I'm
grateful for this space where the kids can freely move,
instead of having to contain all their energy after long
days at school.

Soon enough the snow will fly, and | think I'm ready for
it. Instead of sledding down muddy hills of topsoil, they
can glide more gracefully down fluffy white slopes and
not require a load of laundry when they're done... They
look forward to snow forts, snow ball fights, snow angels,
and most things winter related. Hopefully | will feed off
their energy yet also enjoy the
warmth of hot chocolate.

Blessings to you and yours this
Christmas season, regardless
what your mood is. May we
focus on the true meaning of
Christmas and not get caught
up with the stress of meeting
all the seasonal expectations.

Angie rersen

Deadline for the next issue is Dec. 18.

whatshappeninginhowick@gmail.com

519.292.0878
46075 Creamery Rd, Fordwich, NOG1VO0
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TOWNSHIP NEWS

“Here’s to love, laughter, and leftovers.”
- UNKNOWN

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from Council and Staff
at the Township of Howick!

The Township of Howick Council and staff would like to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

As we wrap up another wonderful year in our community,
we want to thank all of you—our residents, volunteers, local
businesses, and community groups—for your spirit, support,
and dedication to making Howick such a great place to live.

May your holidays be filled with laughter, good company,
and plenty of holiday cheer. We look forward to another year
of working together and celebrating all that makes Howick
special.

Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season and a happy
New Year!

COUNCIL MEETING
& HOLIDAY OFFICE

CLOSURE

The Township of Howick Municipal Office will be
closing for the holiday season on Wednesday,
December 24, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. and will reopen
on Friday, January 2, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. If you
need to drop off payments or documents while
we're closed, a mail slot is located to the right
of the front entrance for your convenience.

The final Council meeting of 2025 will be
held on Tuesday, December 9th at 7:00
p.m. in the Howick Council Chambers.
The first 2026 Budget meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, December 16,
2025 at 10:00 a.m. The first regular
Council meeting of 2026 will be held
Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 9:00
a.m.
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HOLIDAY SPONSORED
SKATES & SHINNY

The Howick Community Centre will be offering free sponsored
skates and shinny over the holiday season from December 22,
2025 — December 31, 2025.

Grab your skates and bring the kids for a free holiday skate or
a game of shinny!

For the full schedule and complete list of sponsors, please
see page 5.

A big thank you to all the generous sponsors who made both
free skating and free holiday shinny possible.

PUBLIC SKATING

Every Sunday morning from 9:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. $5 per
person. Please note as per the posted tentative schedule,
there will be no public skate on December 14th, 2025

BY-LAW: WINTER PARKING
REMINDER

. p Aswe head into the winter season, the Township of Howick

reminds residents that street parking is not permitted
between 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. from November
through March. This restriction ensures snowplows can
safely and effectively clear the roads.

Please also remember that vehicles cannot be parked:

¢ On sidewalks, crosswalks, or within 6m of
intersections.

e Within 3m of fire hydrants.

® Blocking driveways, in fire routes, or beside
another parked vehicle.

e For more than 24 hours on any roadway.

® |n accessible or school bus zones unless
authorized.

Following these rules helps keep our roads
clear and safe for all residents, especially
during winter weather. Per the Howick
Township Parking By-law 05-2021,
“wam Section 6, vehicles found in violation
. of the by-law may be ticketed or
towed at the owner’s expense.

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH



DATE & TIME:

MON. DEC. 22 1pm Bare Necessities
TUES. DEC.23 1pm Howick Optimist
WED. DEC. 24 10am The Gillis Family
SUN. DEC.28 1pm
MON. DEC. 29 1pm
TUES. DEC. 30 Ipm
WED. DEC.31 1p

Generously Sponsored by:

Trevor Tout Custom Dozing
Bare Necessities
Trevor Tout Custom Dozing
Howick Optimist

FREE
* HOLIDAY
SHIIIIIY s

HOWICK
COMMUNITY
CENTRE
- i e
The gillis  TREVORITOUT, Sy Howick

oisy Famify USTOMDOZINGING. oo 7"

of ONSORED
HOLIDRY
PUBLIC SKATING

AT THE
HOWICK COMMUNITY CENTRE
DATE & TIME: Sponsored by:

MON. DEC. 22 12pm Bare Necessities

TUES. DEC. 23 12pm Howick Optimist

WED. DEC. 24 12pm Trevor Tout Custom Dozing
SUN.DEC.28 1lam Cross Heating

MON. DEC. 29 12pm Bare Necessities

TUES. DEC. 30 12pm Trevor Tout Custom Dozing
WED. DEC. 31  12pm Howick Optimist

izesws @ SRCROSS  rpeqnmouy, P
OPTIMIST CUSTOM/DOZING/ING: &

For up-to-date Township
information, contact the

municipal office at
519-335-3208 or check out the
website at www.howick.ca

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH
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DecempBer Is Here

and the Huron County Library has you covered for
whatever holiday plans come your way. Need help with
meal planning? Check out our extensive collection of
cookbooks for new inspiration. Need some downtime
with a great holiday movie? We have you covered both
online with our Kanopy and Hoopla apps to the DVDs
lining our shelves. Whatever holiday you celebrate

we have something for everyone. Check out all the
programs we have going on at our website https://
www.huroncountylibrary.ca/events/.

scavenGger HUNT
During Library open hours.

STOryTime WITH MrS. CcLaus

Alice Munro Branch Saturday Dec. 13 @ 9:30 - 10:30 am
and Blyth Branch from 11:30 - 12:30 am.

Join us for an interactive fun Storytime featuring some
of your favorite Christmas books and songs.

Please contact the branch to register.

=" A New yYear
IS coming
_and we would like to hear

€ branch? If you have an idea
" that aligns with the Huron
County Library’s vision of
“Imagine More: a place to
learn, connect, create, and
grow,” and our values of:
Respect, Inclusivity,
Literacy, Collaboration, Curiosity,
and Fun! We want to hear it!
Send us your ideas by phone,
email or leave a note in our
Suggestion box. We look
forward to hearing
everyone's ideas!

BrancCH cLosures
Howick Library branch will be
closed December 24th, 25th,
26, 31 and January 1st for
the holidays. All Huron County
Library branches will be closed
December 25th and 26th and
January 1st for the holidays. If you
— ’v are unsure if a branch is open
please contact the branch

A before visiting as some branches
“ will have different holiday hours.

ey
-
-«

.
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Mgt &Y
celebrated their

60™ Anniversary

on October 30.

James celebrated his

85* birthday

on November 28, 2025.

GORRIE HALL BOARD

The Gorrie Hall is open for rentals.
For rentals, call 519-335-3292

We welcome new members interested
in joining the Hall Board.

Come in for a coffee and a visit! We are open
Monday to Friday from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 am..

The second Pub Bingo Night was held on Thursday,
November 6th. Another fun and successful evening.

Pub Night was on Friday, November 14th. Ham, scalloped
potatoes, corn and pumpkin pie were on the menu! Delicious.

On November 16th, a Pool and Euchre tournament
was held. A great afternoon!

The Santa Claus Parade was great!
Many floats were in the parade.
Many families enjoyed treats and time with Santa.

Do you have an event you want to celebrate?
Book the hall! Contact Carol Edgar.

Tuesday Night is Ladies Night! Games begin at 7:00 p.m..

Do you enjoy the game of pool? Come out on Wednesday and

PHOTOS BY. Friday evenings for a game or two at 7:00 p.m..

LIZ ALLAN

The hall board is holding it's Annual General Board Meeting on
Tuesday, December 8th at 7:00pm. The meeting will
be held in the Wroxeter Hall and it will start at 7:00pm.
Everyone is welcome!

December 11th is Pub Night Bingo. Doors will be
open at 5:00pm. Games will begin at 6:30.

The Annual Wroxeter Appreciation Dinner will be held on
Friday, December 19th. Ham and Turkey with all of the
trimmings will be served at 6:00pm. Santa Claus will be

there after the dinner. Everyone is welcome.

The members of the hall board thank everyone for their
continued support, the volunteers for giving their time to
help the hall. It's greatly appreciated!

WROXETER HALL NEWS
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The Candle Shed

by Eco Luxury Spa Co.

CHRISTMAS

wrete

PART 2

©

CANDLES & WELLNESS GIFTS

ALL GIFTS $35 - $100

WROXETER

A,
e
The Candle Shed

Gift Card

ON ANN STREET.

GIFT FOR THE GIFT FOR THE GIFT FOR THE
CANDLE ENTHUSIAST PERFUME LOVER IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOP FOR GAL

ol
c/’?i f".l !|||‘. | |

GIFT BOXES FOR THE GIFT FOR THE GIFT FOR THE
BATH & BODY DEVOTEE COZY HOMEBODY ACCESSORY COLLECTOR

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK UP IN 30 MINS OR NEXT DAY
BIT.LY/THECANDLESHED
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OWNER:
SCARLETT PETERS

BREED:
PONY

AGE:
24 YEARS

NAME:

ROSIE

Rosie is a white fluffy pony
that looks like a unicorn with
no horn. She is one of many
animals at the Peters farm.
Before Rosie came to the
Peters farm, she arrived at
someone else’s house in a
trailer full of cattle from out west, and
then once the kids at that house outgrew
her she went to a couple other places until
she ended up at the Peters farm! Rosie
loves the cold fluffy snow but does not
like other horses, so she stays by herself in
a different pen. She also loves to eat and
is excited every morning for her morning
snack! Rosie makes the perfect little ponyl!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR PET FEATURED,
CONTACT REESE AT: reesemacewen7@gmail.com

-

Chalgl‘ Fig

i

B3
i

—_— -

-

Q Locally owned and operated since 1962.
6630 Wellington Road 123, Palmerston ON, NOG 2P0
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WED. DECEMBEJ 31, 2025
Howick Community Centre

$40/TICKET

For tickets, contact

howickhomecoming2026@gmail.com

HOSTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
HOWICK OPTIMIST CLUB
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Is your propane 4
supplier keeping
you happy?

Fixed Pricing - Equal Billing
FREE Automatic Delivery
24/7 Service

O® 1(800) 265-3594
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

program Howick Township already offers to Howick Central Public
School students. The Before and After School room would also be
utilized for Howick’s day camp program that runs annually throughout
the summer months, during holiday school breaks and on P.A. Days.

CHIrISTMmMas CracCkKk

INGREDIENTS:
¢ 1 sleeve salted saltine crackers, about 42 crackers

¢ 1 cup unsalted butter, 2 sticks
* 1 cup brown sugar, packed

After receiving Howick Council’s endorsement to proceed with the
application for funding, Howick staff are working together with

* 1 (12 oz) package dark chocolate all partners to ensure that plans for the facility meet all licensing

chips (can use semi-sweet or milk
chocolate)

¢ heath toffee bits
* white chocolate, melted

INSTRUCTIONS:

. Preheat oven to 375 F and line a rimmed cookie
sheet with parchment paper. Grease parchment paper with
cooking spray.

. Place crackers side by side on lined pan. Set aside.

. In a large saucepan, combine butter and brown sugar.
Bring to boil over medium/medium-high heat and boil for
3 minutes, stirring constantly. Pour evenly over crackers.

. Bake in preheated oven for 5 minutes. Remove from oven
and sprinkle chocolate chips on top.

. Let stand for 5 minutes, then use the back of a spoon to
spread melted chocolate chips evenly over the crackers
(if the chocolate chips aren't melting, place in warm oven)

6. Top with toffee bits and drizzle with white chocolate.

. Cool completely in fridge (at least 2 hours) or in freezer
(at least 1 hour), then break into pieces. Store in fridge in
covered airtight container.

https://showmetheyummy.com/christmas-crack-recipe/

Join Howick Minor Hockey for a festive
Pancake Breakfast with Santa!

Pancake Breakfast
with Santa

December 6, 2025 - 9:00 - 11:30 AM
Howick Community Centre

Come out and watch some hockey, enjoy a
delicious breakfast, and meet Santa himself!
A perfect way to kick off the holiday season!

BREAKFAST BY DONATION

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH

requirements, regulatory standards and quality benchmarks so that
Howick families can have reliable, inclusive and affordable child care
close to home.

“Making licenced child care accessible for Howick Township residents
is a top priority,” emphasizes Howick Chief Administrative Officer/
Clerk Caitlin Gillis. “Anyone with young children knows there is a real
childcare crisis right now. Being able to offer 49 childcare spaces to
our community is life-changing for many local families. Most families
require both parents to be employed in the workforce just to afford
the everyday essentials, but what do you do when there is nowhere
to send your preschool aged children within your community? It's a
big problem that needs to be addressed.”

Howick only has one licensed, home-based child care provider
currently offering six childcare spaces for the entire community of
over 4050 people. Over 7.6% of Howick’s population is between the
ages of 0-4, greater than the overall Huron County 0-4 population
rate of 5.6%.

“We believe that smaller, rural communities like Howick Township
that are underserved have a greater need for childcare spaces and we
would like to provide that for our residents,” said Gillis. “Establishing
a licenced child care facility in Howick presents a long-term strategic
investment that aligns with the municipality's goals to attract and
retain young families by increasing access to affordable, high-quality
child care and to support workforce participation, by enabling
parents to return to or remain in employment. Access to quality child
care is also crucial for local economic growth and small business
sustainability. It allows parents of young children to be available
for work, reducing employee turnover, boosting productivity and
reducing absenteeism.”

The proposed new centre is part of the 264 new child care spaces
allocated to the County of Huron to be created before the end of
2026 through the CWELCC initiative. Preliminary cost estimates
for the licenced child care facility are approximately $5 million,
but Howick staff and a volunteer child care committee are working
diligently to reduce those costs while maintaining the number of
available spaces. Once all plans have been finalized and costing
information has been received, Howick will provide an update to
the community including fundraising plans for the construction of
the facility. The $2 million-dollar CWELCC funding is a huge step
towards making the facility a reality for Howick families.

HOWICK OPTIMIST CLUB
"Friend of Youth”

®

Thank you all for your continued support over all
the years in Howick Township.

Donations are focused in many ways to help the young
people of the community. Contributions go towards
various sports leagues, The Howick Optimist Pool,
Howick Arena, Local Food Banks and Hospitals &
More. We could not do this without the generosity of
our volunteers and club members and the community
as a whole.
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The November 6th meeting was held at
7:00 p.m. in the Brussels Library. Seven
members were present. Upcoming events
were presented by the President, Blair Smith.
On November 20th our meeting was at the
Palmerston Outdoor Market. There were
opportunities to take photos twinkling lights,
holiday fun characters, a fire and Christmas
Music to video. It was a great evening to
practice outdoor lighting photography.
Christmas Dinner will be potluck on Thursday,
December 4th. Mark Robinson and Gary
Moon will be at our dinner and presentation.
We will review our Palmerston photos and
they will give us some directions with the
photos.

Members will serve hot chocolate and apple
cider at the Brussels Library on December 6th
atthe Santa Claus Parade. A great opportunity
for people to find out more about the club
and present our photography.

Our group will be taking photos at the
Neustadt Springs Brewery. We are currently
setting up some potential dates.

Our water photo shoot was very interesting.
Blair set up the water drop photography
equipment. Clara and Joan provided the
glassware, and materials needed for the other
tables for the water set up. It was a fun and
challenging evening.

The Maitland Valley Camera Club currently
meets the first Thursday of each of the
following months, December to March at
7:00 p.m., April to November the first and
third Thursday of the month. Want to know
more about photography? Come out and join
us. There are presentations, photo shoots,
guest speakers and photo challenges!

K . STUMP

- S

" COURTNEY

. CUSTOM SerVICES

T — -

— 2 gtzmi\s'c:arr

SPLITTER 19.591.8343
FOR RENT
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GRINDING

FOR AN ESTIMIIT E

519.335.3263
519.444.8484

FORDWICH

PLUMBING INC

* PLUMBING

* BOILERS &
HYDRONIC HEATING

* WATER TREATMENT

* LICENSED SEPTIC
INSTALLATION

* SKID STEER &
EXCAVATION
SERVICES

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH



WISHING EVERYONE #
AWONDERFUL ..
CHRISTMAS SEASON!

519.335.6565 4.
2011 HARRISTON RD. GORRIE = /%
WWW.PENTASTICMOTORS.COM NS

Specializing in drives and yards
Competitive rates

FORDWICH GORRIE & WROXETER |

Best wishes for a
joviul holiday season

and a Happy New Year!

Thank you for
-all of your business!

‘TREVOR TOUT CUSTOM- I]llZINli"IN[
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STRATFUB_D__M_EMURMLS

Mandy

Alyson Vg
LISTOWEL

195 Argyle Ave N. 3 Patrick St W
519.291.5353 226.829.7605

www.stratfordmemorials.com
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{ LAURA & FAMILY AT /5

. CLERA WINDOWS / . " °
. WROXET!EB:,T,/ ¥

[ e gt

" Yjacklin@clerawindows.com -
B Qct gy il

e o
“Wwwi.clerawindows.com

.. 519:335!3365

Beyondthelensmh@hotmail.com
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{ D\_\IE % 87663 SHORT LINE RD.

PALMERSTON
SIEBRING RENTAL 519.291.0033

E OPERATIONS

THE TEAM AT HURON CONSTRUCTION ~
WISHES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A
BLESSED CHRISTMAS AS WE CELEBRATE
THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST.

HIJRON WWW.HURONCONSTRUCTION.CA

CONSTRUCTION

BUILDING CONTRACTORS INC. 5 I9o335.6000

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH WHAT'S HAPPENING IN HOWICK | PAGE 13




erry T

hristmas Q w

DRY HARDWOOD
FOR SALE _—

e Delivery available i

! .-\5' “
* Screened on loading for less dirt"
on your drive

e Indoor storage
dry firewood
for winter
delivery

Contact Andrew G

519.291.0490
44271 GOUGH|RD

Snow Removal offered in Gorrie,
Fordwich and Wroxeter.

We offer a timely, reliable
service for our customers.

WHAT WE OFFER:

« 3cm Snowfall trigger

« Snowblowing

+ Daily reliable service
=« Free drivewau markers

ﬂ
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RAWire
ELECTRIC

SERVICING HOWICK &
SURROUNDING AREAS

Offer Residential & Agricultural
Electrical Service & Maintenance

Residential Back Up Generator Solutions
Electrical Panel Upgrades

Knob & Tube Removal

Retrofit Pot Light Installations

Exterior Lighting Solutions

Ask about our Smart Home Installations

FORDWICH, ON « 519.276.8047
rawireelectric@gmail.com

226.622.2078
Lﬁmﬂ -

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH

PRICING:
(how many cars fit in your
driveway comfortably)

- 2 car $699/season
« 4 car $799/season
» 6 car $899/season

Call or text Jonathan Kuepfer



CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

_ X STONE, Erwin "Butch" Peacefully
r Ym and surrounded by his family at
Rotary Hospice, Stratford on Saturday,
' November 1st, 2025, Erwin "“Butch”
| | Stone of Wroxeter passed away at the
age of 79. Devoted husband of Alice
(Parson) Stone. Proud dad of Angela
Schmidt and Amy Stone & lan Hakkers.
/i Loving grandpa of Josh Sanburn, Josie
& Michael Hamilton, Amber Schmidt,
Brandon Stone & Katie Curtis, Brody Stone and Hannah
Stone & Davin Pehlke and special great-grandpa of Jasmine,
Harlen, Wyatt, Kayden, Benjamin, Maverick and Rayar. Dear
brother of Janet Bithell, Linda Holmes, Earl, John, Peter and
Michael Stone and brother-in-law of Elsie Gauthier, Dorothy
Parson, Ruth Gautreau, and Kenneth Parson. Predeceased by
his parents Irvin & Flindie (Davis) Stone, brother Jackie Stone,
sisters Betty Stone, Joan Holmes and Jane Charby and great-
grandson Edgar Hamilton. Erwin’s family is deeply grateful for
the compassionate care, support and guidance they received
from home care staff and the many hospitals that helped
along the way. Erwin loved his family with all his heart and that
love was felt every single day in the way he cared, supported
and stood by them. Visitation was held at McBurney Funeral
Home, Wingham on Tuesday, November 4th, 2025 from 2:00-
4:00 & 6:00-8:00 p.m. Funeral service was held in the funeral
home chapel on Wednesday, November 5th, 2025 at 11:00
a.m. Interment will take place at Wingham Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, memorial donations to Rotary Hospice, Stratford
or OneCare Home Support would be appreciated.

DONEGAN, Nancy Margaret
(Helmka) of Listowel passed away
suddenly at Listowel Memorial Hospital
on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, in her
63rd year. Mother of Cullen Donegan
& Emma Cousins of Listowel, and
Samantha Donegan & Derek Tout of
Wroxeter. Sister of Denise & Ken Purvis
of Ethel, and aunt of Nick and Ainsley.
Loved and remembered by her many
aunts, uncles, and cousins, and by her dear friend Margaret
Donegan. Missed also by her cat Blaze. Predeceased by her
parents Donald & Dorothy (Dietrich) Helmka. Celebration
of Life was at the Listowel Kin Station, 555 Binning St. W.,
Listowel, on Saturday, November 29, 2025 from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m. A brief service was held at 2:30 p.m. Memorial donations
to Listowel Memorial Hospital or to a charity of your choice
would be appreciated, and may be made through the Eaton
Funeral Home, Listowel Online condolences may be left at
www.eatonfuneralhome.ca
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WILLIAMS, James Frederic of Fordwich
passed away at St. Joseph's Health
Centre, Guelph, on Sunday, August
31, 2025, in his 80th year. Husband of
Annie (Stubbe) Williams. They would
have celebrated their 60th wedding
. anniversary on September 3rd. Father
,? e of Lee & Sharon (Hartung) Williams of
A .L A New Liskeard, Paul & Anne (Peckover)
Williams of Markdale, and Melanie &
Cameron Hill of Kenilworth. Grandfather of Matthew Williams
& Leslie Bowman, Nathan & Claire (Coenen) Williams, Sarah
& Branden Wilkinson, Jenna & Jesus Bondo, Ben Williams,
Jonathan Hill, Eliana Hill, Mikayla Hill, and Steven Hill, and
great-grandfather of Wrenley Wilkinson. Brother of Gerald &
Pat Williams of Paris, and Keith & Gladys Williams of Brighton.
Predeceased by his parents Frederick & Evelyn (Givens)
Williams, brother Don Williams, and sisters-in-law Joan
Williams and Pat Williams. Jim farmed his entire life on various
properties between Oxford and Perth counties, ending up at
the farm on the sixth of Wallace. He enjoyed milking cows,
raising beef cattle and working the fields. He also took great
enjoyment in cutting firewood, and spending time in the
bush. On the side he enjoyed working at the Wallace landfill
and driving for Stop 23. After moving off the farm, he and
Annie retired to Fordwich. Jim's relationship with the Lord
was an integral part of his life. His faith is a legacy that he has
left behind as an example for his family to follow. While the
last few years became challenging due to his Alzheimer's, we
are forever grateful for the time and care he received at St
Joseph's Health Centre in Guelph. Special thanks to Drs. Sid
and Graham, nurses Thimo, Chandra and Chayse and the rest
of the team at Whispering Oaks Palliative care unit for their
compassion and kindness. Visitation was held at the Eaton
Funeral Home, Listowel on Wednesday from 5:00 to 8:00
p.m. The funeral service was held at Listowel Baptist Church
on Thursday, September 4, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Mike
Hutchinson officiating. Interment in Maple Grove Cemetery,
Howick Township. Memorial donations to St. Joseph's Health
Centre Foundation or Gideon’s International (Shareword
Global) would be appreciated. Online condolences may be
left at www.eatonfuneralhome.ca

Thank you to all the neighbours
on Brookhaven Dr in Fordwich
. for their donation to St. Joseph's
Care Centre in memory of Jim.

- ANNIE WILLIAMS
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In life we loved you dearly,

In death we love you still,
In our hearts you hold a place
That no one could ever fill.
- AUTHOR UNKNOWN

MCARTHUR, Donald William,
formerly of Fordwich, passed away on
Thursday, November 13, 2025, in his
96th year. Beloved husband of the late
Ruth (Mahnke McComb) McArthur.
Stepfather of Louise Douglas of Guelph,
Janice & Bob Howitt of Fordwich, and
Marie & Richard Dodd of Wasaga
Beach. He will be remembered by his
grandchildren Dawn Douglas, Christine
& Keith Kitchener, Lisa Sage, Jessica Dodd & Chad Lehman,
Jennifer & Mike Pryzmant, and Kevin Meyer, by his great-
grandchildren Riley, Reese, Tyson, Brooklin, Matthew, Melissa,
Cole, and Kayla, and by his nieces and nephews. Predeceased
by his granddaughters Darlene Douglas and Angela Meyer,
brothers Keith McArthur and Albert McArthur, and by his sister
Wilda Best and husband Ken. Don was born in Brampton on
October 22, 1930 and grew up on the family farm. In the early
70's he met Ruth on a blind date and they were married on
September 1, 1972. While Don had no formal training in the
trades, he could work at any of them — mechanics, electrical,
plumbing, carpentry, HVAC, etc. When Don & Ruth moved
to Waterloo, they started Don’s Trailer Service and ran a
successful business for 18 years. They enjoyed several trips
through work, camping with the Wandering Canadians, and
finally enjoyed a permanent trailer site at Maple Leaf Acres near
Fergus. In their 80's, Don and Ruth, with their cat, Lucky, took
their camper to Alberta, the Grand Canyon, and back home.
Don and Ruth retired to Fordwich in 1999, and enjoyed many
years of large remodeling projects, designing, landscaping,
and even taking time to ‘camp at the river’. During the winter,
Don found a new hobby. Woodworking. As many as 200 toys
a year were donated to various charities at Christmastime. As
his health declined, Don moved to Caressant Care, Listowel,
and life was not the same. He greatly missed sitting at the
scroll saw among so many other things. Don never wanted to
be dependent, and now he is free — sitting somewhere at his
scroll saw, making toys and enjoying the love and company
of Ruth and the other friends and relatives that have gone
on before. A family funeral service was held at the Hardy-Lee
Funeral Home, Harriston on Tuesday, November 18, 2025 with
Gail Clarkson officiating. Interment in Fordwich Cemetery.
Memorial donations to Caressant Care Listowel Residents’
Council, or to a charity of your choice would be appreciated.
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ROWLEY, Stewart Clifford of
Fordwich passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, November 25, 2025, in his
90th year. Husband of the late Joan
(Watson) Rowley. Father of Roger &
Mary Lou Rowley of Clifford, Glen
& Donna Rowley of Belmore, and
Richard & Cheryl Rowley of Fordwich.
Grandfather of Whitney & Pat Terwoord
of Palmerston, Mitch & Alicia Rowley
of Fordwich, Stephanie Rowley of Toronto, Mark Rowley
of Walkerton, and Jenna Rowley of Fordwich, and great-
grandfather of Russel, Leo, Chase, and Colton. Predeceased
by his sisters Marie Stonehouse and Joan Latour, and his dear
friend Bernice Noble. A private family service will be held,
with interment in Fordwich Cemetery. Memorial donations to
Listowel Memorial Hospital Foundation would be appreciated,
and may be made through the Eaton Funeral Home, Listowel.
Online condolences may be left at www.eatonfuneralhome.ca

COUTO, Antonio Toste of Listowel
passed away peacefully surrounded
i by family at Fordwich Village Nursing
Home on Friday, November 21, 2025,
in his 85th year. Beloved husband
of the late Maria (Leal) Couto who
predeceased him on August 15, 2025.
Devoted and loved father of Tony
& Tracy Couto, and Lino & Angela
Couto, all of Gorrie. Proud and
cherished grandfather to Samantha, Hope, Christina, Jesse,
Jeff, and Eddie, and a loving great-grandfather to Amelia,
James, |zaiah, and Ellie. He will be loving remembered by his
brothers and sisters Maria Dutra, Rita Toste, Joao & Lasalete
Couto, Jose & Lucia Couto, Luis & Conceicao Couto, and
Lucia & Francisco Drumond, as well as his sister-in-law Ana
Couto. Fondly remembered by many nieces and nephews
who will hold his memory in their hearts. Predeceased by
his parents Francisco Luis Do Couto & Rita Candida Toste,
brother Francisco Couto, parents-in-law Emanuel & Amelia
Leal, and brothers-in-law Manuel Leal, Jose & Maria Leal,
Jose Dutra, and Jose Toste. The family of Antonio would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the Fordwich Village
Nursing Home and the staff for their exceptional support
and care they provided for their father. Visitation was held at
the Eaton Funeral Home, Listowel on Tuesday, from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. with parish prayers at 5:45 p.m. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church,
Listowel on Wednesday, November 26, 2025 at 11:00 a.m.
with visitation one hour prior. Interment in Fairview Cemetery,
Listowel followed by a reception in the church hall. Memorial
donations to St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church would be
appreciated by the family. Online condolences may be left at
www.eatonfuneralhome.ca
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<X, >»> Plumbing & Heating Ltd
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Heirloom furniture crafted with premium
hardwoods. Built to industry’s quality standards
and inspected by experienced craftsmen.
Custom finishes and designs available.

topnotchfurniture.com

89446 Fordwich Line R.R:#1
Gorrie, ON NOG 1XO
(519) 335-3213

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am = 5:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

.F Topnotch Furniture (@) topnotch_furniture
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protecting w and
the ones u love

i
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Josslin
Insurance

a Real Insurance broker

representing n
=M=
HOWICK

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

www.josslin.com
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NOW ACCEPTING 2026
TREE & SHRUB ORDERS

Plan your stewardship project with our help!

Orders of 50 or more may be eligible for grants.

Deadline to order: January 30, 2026

Order Forms: mvca.on.ca (Stewardship Programs Tab)
trees@mvca.on.ca | 519-335-3557 ext. 247

FIND TYPES OF GICs TRANSFERRING A UK.

THE BEST » Registered or Non-Registered 3 5GI9C0/* PENSION TO CANADA
MORTGAGE » Redeemable or Non-Redeemable : ° iA Clarington is a provider of the Qualifying Recognised

RATES IN » CAD or USD 2 YEAR Overseas Pension Scheme (QROPS), a retirement savings

GIC p|un that allows e|igib|e persons to transfer their UK.

CANADA 3.71%* pensions to another country.
. Potential benefits of QROPS include:
5-year fixed® HISA 1.95%* 3 YEAR

» Tax efficiency

3.69% HIGH INTEREST 3 5G|2C‘y* » Favourable inheritance transfers
SAVINGS ACCOUNT . 0 » Reduced currency-related investment volatility

- o
5—yeo|r vor|ob|e 4 YEAR » Access to a wider range of investment options

3.45% *As of November 22, 2025. GIC » iA Clarington’s RRSP accounts and mutual fund offerings
Rates subject to change. 366%* are eligible for QROPS transfers.

Guaranteed Investment Certificates 5 YEAR
nesto Rt e i @YD | INVESTIA FINANCIAL SERVICES
Financial Services Inc. and/or multiple 3 67%* 2029 Mill Street C: 519.292.9182

carriers. P.O. Box 205 F: 519.335.4545

°Insured mortgage rates. | Mutual funds offered through Investia Financial Services Inc. Gorrie, ON QdVisor@

Other conditions apply. chery|mcmn.cc1
Rate in effect as of Over 25 years experience helping families achieve their financial goals. ey M ann.ca
November 22, 2025. g Y g
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CHURCHES

(" Dsing the Conglican i~
Empetience?
St. Paul’s-Trinity, Wingham welcomes you

to our friendly and caring worshipping community,
where we share Christ’s love with all.

Sundays 10:30am, corner of John & Centre Streets

www.regionalministryofhope.com

@ The Regional Ministry of Hope 519-357-4883 /

MCINTOSH & MILDMAY UNITED CHURCHES

Worship will take place at
Mcintosh United Church during December 2025,
Sundays at 10am. All are welcome as always.
Also a Christmas Eve service at 7pm.

For further information:
Dave - 519.392.6710 or or Deanne - 519.418.9748

PHOTO BY LIZ ALLAN

WWW.HOWICK.CA/WHIH

Gorrie Bible Fellowship
www.gbfchurch.net
Find us on Facebook

Join us for Sunday morning services
at 10:00am. All are welcome.
Sunday evening services begin at 6:30pm.

519.335.3500 | gorriebible@gmail.com

Rinity Evangelioal futhian Choneh

PASTOR KURT E. REINHARDT
Sunday School/Bible Class 9:45am

Sunday Divine Service 11am

519.291.1165 - trinity1874@gmail.com
6784B Perth Line 88, KURTZVILLE
A Congregation of LUTHERAN CHURCH - CANADA

4 N

Belmo'e Presbyterian Church

Join us for our Worship Service at 9:30am
Everyone is welcome!
July and August services begin at 9:00am

REV. CAREL GRUNDLINGH - 226.222.0051
carel.grundlingh@gmail.com
\_ ABE VERSTEEG - 519.327.8578 J

4 , )
7 CLARKE ST. N., CLIFFORD
Rev. J. Rinas as Pastor
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9am
Sunday Divine Service at 10am

stjohnsoffice@wightman.ca
Office: 519.327.8298
\_ Church Basement: 519.327.8262 )

FORDWICH BIC COMMUNITY CHURCH

Family Worship Sundays 10:30 - 11:45
ROOTS & WINGS Sundays 11 - 11:45
Children: ages 3-10 years

Questions? Contact Pastor Mike or Terri
519.335.3479 - pastorbicfordwich@outlook.com
Facebook: "Fordwich BIC Community Church"
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LOOKING FOR HOUSES TO CLEAN in Howick Township. 5 years
experience. 226-622-2049.

INDOOR STORAGE AVAILABLE for cars, trucks, etc. Located
outside of Fordwich. 519-292-9618.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensibly) meets at the Salvation Army
Building at 205 Josephine St. in Wingham Thursdays at 9:40am.
Come join us on our healthy weight loss journey. Everyone welcome.

SANDBLASTING, PRIME & PAINT METAL REPAIR. Portable unit
available. Truck frames, utility trailers and farm equipment preferably.
Call 226-622-8068 or 519-357-0393.

TREES & SHRUBS: Lots of trees, spruce and cedars available for
windbreaks and privacy hedges at great pricing. Martin's Nursery
c/o Emanuel EM Martin, 42661 Orangehill Rd, Wroxeter, NOG 2XO0.

WEIGHT WATCHERS meets Tuesday evenings in Hot Stove Lounge,
North Huron Westcast Community Centre, Wingham. Check in starts
at 5:30pm, meeting starts at 6pm.

POP CANS: will be picked up the first Saturday of each month. You
may leave your pop cans in clear plastic bags at the end of your
laneway. Monies from the pop cans will go to the Resident’s Council
of the Fordwich Nursing Home. We thank you for your donation.

IS YOUR DRINKING A PROBLEM OR CONCERN? Help is
available. Please call Alcoholics Anonymous for information
and local meeting times. All calls are private and confidential.
519-500-0278

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! ONE CARE is a non-profit agency
that supports individuals to stay in their home longer. We need
Volunteer Transportaton Drivers in the Fordwich, Gorrie and
Wroxeter areas to assist clients to Medical Appointments, Adult
Day Program and Social Outings. All volunteers receive training and
mileage is reimbursed. Call for more info, 1-877-502-8277 or email
volunteering@onecaresupport.ca.

GET YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
PLACED HERE!

$5 for a 25 word ad (per issue)
$30 for a business card sized
display ad
(per issue, discounts available for longer term)

Contact Angie at:
whatshappeninginhowick@gmail.com
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r JOIN OUR TEAM -

Fordwich Village Nursing Home is looking for:

Registered Nurses  Registered Practical
Nurses « PSW ¢ Housekeeping Aides
Dietary Aides ¢ Dietary Cooks

We offer competitive wages &
excellent working conditions.

Send your resume to Anu Alexander, RN./DOC
AnuA@fordwichvillage.ca

FARM FOR
SALE BY TENDER

41927 Huron Bruce Rd,
Wingham, ON
99.7 ACRES - 70 workable, 15 bush, 10 tiled

STONE FARMHOUSE:
3 bed - 2 bath - A/G Pool - Wood/oil heat

OUTBUILDINGS: Shed, Workshop,
Coverall, Bank Barn, Manure Storage

avid Di .
° dickey@targiia:

. orall offers
reject any
yendor may
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to you and yours
from all of us at

RORDNVICH

VILLAGEE
NURSING
HOME!

3063 Adelaide St.
™ Fordwich
-

-

b |
- "519'335:3168
. Administrator:

Jordan.K@atkcare.ca

Administrative Clerk:
Amanda Williams
AmandaW@fordwichvillage.ca

Ralgl;le Draw on

Sat. February 14, 2026
at THE HOWICK FAMILY FESTIVAL
N THE HOWICK COMMUNITY CENTRE

Buy your rapple
tickets to
win a chance
at this 2025
UForce 600
side-by-side. [}

= GET YOUR TICKETS FROM:
Watsons Home Hardware - Kurtzville

Boyd’s Farm Supply | Bare Necessities

Pete King - 519.291.8624 | Bill Miller - 519.335.6359
Kevin Doig - 519.492.3207 | Brady Ropp - 519.291.7106
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¥ HOWICK
BLOOMERS

NOVEMBER
UPDATE

Decorating for the Christmas season
often involves decorating a Christmas
tree. The pictures in this column were
taken in the Caribbean or on board ship.
The exception is the one decorated by
Mother Nature in a Gorrie garden

Howick Bloomers will not meet in
January. The next meeting will be in February. The date
will be in the January Roots and Shoots column.

This year the Bloomers have taken on the challenge of
decorating the gardens at the Community Centre for the
Christmas season. Check it out in December.
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f .y 88819 Malcolm Line
A, ™ Fordwich, ON

N
5. 519.292.9681

o

.WWW bowhavenkennels.ca

= f' ‘ bowhavenkennels
@gmail.com

OVERHEAD DOORS & _ 8

JEM.

POLYDOODR

CENTRA

DOOR KOETH COuU LTD,

ROYAL LEPAGE
[ "o

INDEPERTENT! IPERATED

Bob Heimpel

! Broker
i X Cell 519.502.5490 Office 519.291.3500

‘v 132 Wallace Ave N Listowel ON N4W 1K7

q‘i bob@donhamilton.com
www.donhamilton.com
MIKSGREY/FARMIRETRUCK(SERVICE

Heavy Truck Service & Repair

Annual Safety Inspections

Electronic Engine Diagnostics

l Air Conditioning Service & Repair

GRAHAM WEISHAR
FORDWICH, ON

226.622.3841

~ . 5z s, |[*Renovations
L..‘-'d{-_}' )“:‘I’t‘l’-‘

ADD o =LY,

Licensed Carpenter |, Windows & Doors

Clifford, ON 519-327-4462
craigbellcarpentry@gmail.com

* Painting and Trim

Need new windows & Doors?

Maybe that kitchen or bathroom need a face lift!
Let the skilled professionals at
Craig Bell Carpentry take care of it for you!

CONTACT

TEXT OR CALL

226-581-5737

LOCATED SOUTH OF
MILDMAY, ON

FORTY HILLS

EXCAVATION & RENTAL

Kubota U55-4 Mini Excavator

& AVAILABLE FOR RENT
& OPTION TO HIRE AN OPERATOR
& DELIVERY AVAILABLE (FEES APPLY)

* Glass Replacement

& FREE ESTIMATES UPON REQUEST

Store Hours
Monday to Saturday 8am to 9pm
Sundays and Holidays 10am to 6pm

CLOSED New Year's Day, Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Christmas

519-335-6666

& A HAPPY NEW YEAR!




